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ABSTRACT : A large portion of crop residues burnt in farming fields due to non - availability of
labour and high cost of residue removal. Burning of crop residues causes environmental pollution
as well as increase the loss of plant nutrients. Therefore, appropriate management of crop residues
assumes a great significance. Shredders are widely used for shredding the crop residues into small
pieces and their performance study is an important factor for wide scale adoption. The field
experiments were carried out to evaluate the performance of shredders and estimate the operational
cost. The performance of shredders in terms of field efficiency, shredding efficiency was investigated
with respect to change in forward speed of operation viz., 2, 3 an 5 km h-1 and blade types viz.,
straight blade and flail blade with selected shredders. The experimental results revealed that
increasing shredding efficiency by decreasing in forward speed of operation from 5 to 2 km h-1 with
optimum peripheral velocity of rotary and flail shredders.
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